Town of Olla Minutes


Proceedings of the Olla Town Council meeting was held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Olla Town Hall – 2628 Central Avenue. Mayor Elliott called the regular monthly meeting to order, and Joel Sims opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.


Sonya Kennon called roll. Present: Mayor Elliott, Joel Sims, Madge Bailey, and Michael Duke, and Keith Reichardt. Jessica Dunn was absent. Various members of the public were present. 

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the February 2025 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried.

Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to approve the February 2025 bills as presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to approve the February 2025 financial statement as presented. Motion carried.

· Fire Department – The February 2025 monthly fire report was given by Chief Kim Taylor. All equipment is in operational condition. The department responded to 1 alarm in February. Mayor Elliott stated that the department attended 7 training classes in February. The council discussed the possibility of joining a parish wide local fire district. Sims made a motion, second by Bailey to not move forward with joining a parish wide local fire district. 
· Police Report – The February 2025 police report was given by Chief O’Bier. 94 citations were issued for February 2025, $28,073.35 was collected in fines and court cost, the department responded to 8 incidents, 4 arrests, and 3 dog complaints.
Chief O’Bier requested the council to not hire full-time officer Brett Lang after receiving information from a trusted source. Chief O’Bier stated that he had changed his mind and did not want to move forward with hiring Officer Lang. Officer Lang was notified of the decision to not be hired due to not being completely transparent in his hiring package, and that he was being removed from the schedule until the council could be notified. Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to relieve Officer Lang of his duties with Town of Olla. Mayor Elliott and Chief O’Bier did temporarily fill the position with Officer Craig Crawford, a highly recommended, long time police officer. Reichardt made a motion, second by Duke to keep Officer Crawford as a full-time officer. Motion carried. 
· Public Works Department – Mayor Elliott delivered the February 2025 Superintendent’s report. Mayor Elliott stated that the rehabilitation of the elevated water tank is now complete, both inside and out, and has our new town logo on it. Mayor Elliott stated water samples were taken and came back clear.
Mayor Elliott stated that the public works crew is continuing to repair water leaks as they appear. 
Duke made a motion, second by Sims, to approve the reports as 
presented. Motion carried.

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2025-001: An ordinance amending Ordinance 2019-007 raising the sewer rates for the Town of Olla. Motion Carried.

There being no comments or questions from the public, Duke made a motion, second by Reichardt, to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2025-001: An ordinance amending Ordinance 2019-007 raising the sewer rates for the Town of Olla. Motion Carried.

Bailey made a motion, second by Sims, to ADOPT Ordinance 2025-001: An ordinance amending Ordinance 2019-007 raising the sewer rates for the Town of Olla. Motion Carried. 

Sims made a motion, second by Duke, to approve the Occupational License for Red White and Bang, LLC, owned and operated by Jason D. Chisolm – 4537 Main Street 165, Olla, Louisiana. Motion carried.

Mayor Elliott stated that the Capital Outlay Road construction project is not complete. 
Mayor Elliott stated that she has received two bids for the installation of a new ceiling in the Dixie Center. No quotes have been turned in yet on the HVAC system. 

Mayor Elliott stated that the plans for the new sewer plant have been submitted to LDH and DEQ. We are waiting for the review of these before we can let bids. 

Mayor Elliott stated that we have received our new computers. The IT person will be here this week to transfer all data and link them to our server. 

Sims made a motion, second by Bailey, to adjourn at 7:32 p.m. Motion carried. 








_______________________









Rhonda Elliott, Mayor

________________________

Sonya Kennon, Town Clerk  

